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CATHOLIC CONF~RENCE ISSUES STATEMENT
ON 'SANCTUARY INDICTMENTS

WASHINGTON--Th~ General Secretary of the United States Catholic

Conference deplored the fact that government policies regarding

Central America "entangle people of good will in criminal

prosecutions. II

Msgr. Daniel F. Hoye commented on the recent indictment

of 16 people charged with smuggling illegal aliens. They were

said to have been involved in the "sanctuary movement" to assist

Central American refugees. On the same day (Jan. 14) more than

50 aliens were arrested around the country.

Msgr. Hoy~ said the actions of the 16 persons, including

two priests and three religious women, were based on

IIhumanitarian concerns for the persons displaced by the violence

and strife in E1 Salvador. II

The USCC official said a grant of extended voluntary

departure to victims of such conditions would be consistent with

past actions by the u.s. government and IIwou1d largely eliminate
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